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i. development and disruption across 
the border

ii. climate, energy, and “shared” 
responsibility

iii. peatland path dependence
iv. border friction



i. development and disruption across 
the border
• like a blister



Illustration of bog burst from William Molyneux (1697)
Source: 
https://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/weatherextremes/2015/09/16/guest-
post-bog-bursts-at-cappanihane-ireland-1697-and-1727/











ROI Projected Demand

NI Projected DemandSource: Eirgrid/SONI Ireland Capacity Outlook 2022-2031





ii. climate, energy, and “shared” 
responsibility
• proven environmental 

sensitivity



Source: Geological Survey of Ireland







Source: https://twitter.com/gloverstweets/status/1623655704228777984
(collated from NPWS and Teagasc data by activists)





AWS's investment in renewable projects in Ireland illustrates their 
continued commitment to adding clean energy to the grid and it will 
make a positive contribution to Ireland's renewable energy goals. As 
a significant employer in Ireland, it is very encouraging to see 
Amazon taking a lead on this issue. We look forward to continuing to 
work with Amazon as we strive to make Ireland a leader on 
renewable energy.

-Leo Varadkar on AWS’ contract in 
Meenbog, 2019





iii. peatland path dependence
• deep peat

















iv. border friction
• wet boots





Source: IBEC/CBI, “Connected: A Prosperous Island of 10 Million People” (2016)



Border blockade during the “Troubles”









Thank you!

Patrick.brodie@ucd.ie





3,000 year old timber bog road uncovered in Westmeath during turf extraction





Source: Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the 
Northern and Western Regional Assembly 



3,000 year old timber bog road uncovered in Westmeath during turf extraction





Asahi chemical plant in Killala, Mayo

Aughinish alumnium refinery in Limerck

Intel manufacturing
facility in Leixlip











ROI Projected Demand

NI Projected DemandSource: Eirgrid/SONI Ireland Capacity Outlook 2022-2031







Data centers can fit into this narrative of a more open, 
interactive and flexible power system.  Data centers 
could be well suited to providing flexibility to the grid, as 
they: 

• Represent a sizable load that could potentially be 
shifted in response to grid conditions 
• Are a concentrated load in a single location, which 
can be easier to access than numerous small loads such 
as homes and vehicles 
• Host a range of energy resources on site, such as 
batteries and generation 
• Already have sophisticated monitoring, control, 
communication and automation systems in place, unlike 
other businesses or homes (32)



Household heating statistics in the Republic of Ireland (Central Statistics Office, 2016)



Closing Questions:

• How do we reconcile environmental catastrophes 
like Meenbog with “green” and truly “just” 
transitions away from fossil fuels for rural 
communities?
o And how to escape from green extractivism?

• How do we reckon with the increasing power of 
multinational and specifically tech capital in the 
construction and delivery of “public” utilities like 
energy systems?

• How do much older and difficult boundaries shape 
and affect how we must understand tech 
regulation in Ireland (and beyond) during this 
transition?
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